30 September 2025 Health New Zedland
Te Whatu Ora

Téna koe
Your request for official information, reference: HNZ00097510

Thank you for your email on 3 September 2025, asking Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora for
the following under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA):

Please provide the weekly counts, from 1 February 2020 to 22 February 2024 (and any
later date if available), of:

* COVID-19 cases,

* COVID-19-related hospitalisations,

* ICU admissions,

* Deaths within 28 days of being reported as a case, broken down by:

* Vaccination dose count at the time of the event (0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9+ doses), and
* Age group, using the bands previously published on the Ministry of Health/Health NZ
“Case Demographics” pages (e.g. 0—11, 12-29, 30-64, 65-79, 80+).

This request is not for new analysis. The information was already published by the Ministry
of Health and Health NZ on their “Case Demographics” reporting pages until 22 February
2024. | am requesting the same underlying linked datasets that were used to generate
those tables, in the same structured form.

For the avoidance of doubt:

* This data was demonstrably held and published up to 22 February 2024.

* A refusal under s 18(9g) is therefore not applicable for that period.

* If data exists in tabular extracts (e.g. Tableau or internal monitoring), | am happy to
receive those directly.

If any suppression rules apply (e.g. counts under 6), please mark them as such. If you
consider part of the request to be too broad under s 18(f), | am happy to discuss
refinement.

Response

Health New Zealand (Health NZ) is unable to provide the requested information regarding
“Vaccination dose count at the time of the event (0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9+ doses),” nor the data
for the full period as stated in the request, as the data is not held in that format. That information is
refused under section 18(g) of the Act as it is not held by Health NZ, and we do not believe it is
held by any other agency subject to the Act. Health NZ would be required to create new
information to fulfil the parameters of this request.

However, we can provide data that has been already extracted, which considers similar
parameters to those outlined in the request. Please see Appendix One and Appendix Two, which
contain data on:

e COVID-19 cases, COVID-19-related hospitalisations, and COVID-19 ICU admissions
(Appendix One).
e COVID-19 deaths within 28 days of being reported as a case (Appendix Two).



For both files, the data is broken down by the end of the week in which the case was reported
(week ending) and by the case’s vaccination status. This data covers the time period 1 Jan 2020
until 19 Feb 2024.

Please note that data for “Deaths within 28 days of being reported as a case” has been provided
with the age groups used on the HNZ COVID-19 Case Demographics page. These are 0 to 59; 60
to 69; 70 to 79; 80 to 89 and 90+.

Additionally, the vaccination status definitions seen in the data extracts replicate the definitions
used in the tables previously published on the HNZ COVID-19 Case Demographics webpage.

Counts fewer than six (shown as “.s”) have been withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act to
protect privacy. In making this decision, | have considered the public interest and determined that it
does not outweigh the need to withhold.

Additional information

The Vaccination Status variable in the file containing COVID death data is defined below:

e ‘Not fully vaccinated’ refers to individuals who received under 2 doses (i.e. did not have a
COVID-19 vaccine or only had 1 dose of the vaccine).

o ‘Fully vaccinated’ refers to individuals who received 2 doses of the vaccine only.

e ‘Received booster’ refers to individuals who received 3 or more doses of the vaccine.

Note this is provisional data. This is data which has not undergone the validation process that we
use for published data. We recommend that caveats are consistently used, underscoring that the
data is provisional; not validated through a formal validation process; and could be subject to
change. We cannot guarantee that information is free from errors due to the different reporting
systems and functionalities of those systems currently used across Health NZ.

How to get in touch

If you have any questions, you can contact us at hnzOIA@tewhatuora.govt.nz.

If you are not happy with this response, you have the right to make a complaint to the
Ombudsman. Information about how to do this is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
by phoning 0800 802 602.

As this information may be of interest to other members of the public, Health NZ may proactively
release a copy of this response on our website. All requester data, including your name and
contact details, will be removed prior to release.
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