





5. The Lower Hutt community generally has limited access to primary care, with
approximately 70% of general practices no longer accepting new patient enrolments.

6. Government funding subsidises after-hours visits for those aged 14 years old and under.

Lower Hutt After Hours’ new premises

7. On Monday 28 July, Lower Hutt After Hours started operating from their new premises
on Connolly Street. An official blessing was conducted in the morning by Matua Kura
Moeahu, Chair of Te Rananganui o Te Ati Awa.

8. The new premises are located on the site of the former Te Awakairangi Birthing Centre
which closed in 2021. Lower Hutt After Hours was formerly based at 729 High Street,
Lower Hutt, approximately 1.5km down the road.

9. The space is modern, fit-for-purpose, and is future proofed, enabling Lower Hutt After
Hours to expand its services, if required. This would not have been possible in the
previous location.

10. There are seven consult rooms, two treatment rooms, two triage rooms, a
plaster/phlebotomy room, and a carer’s/quiet room. Other services which will also use
the facility include ear suctioning, sexual health services, and the Medical Research
Institute of New Zealand which is undertaking two asthma studies.

11. Minor renovations have taken place to make the facility suitable as an urgent care
centre, including expanding the waiting room area with seating for over 50 people, and
closing over the birthing pools in each consult room.

12. The site is co-located with pharmacy and radiology services, enabling patients to get
timely diagnostics and medicines in a single location. Hutt Hospital is also located just
over 1km away.

Lower Hutt daytime urgent care service

13. As part of the Government’s $164 million investment into urgent and after-hours care
across New Zealand, and under the National Urgent Care Framework launched in May
2025, Lower Hutt has been identified as a priority for a new daytime urgent care service.

14. Lower Hutt is currently the only metropolitan area in Aotearoa New Zealand with no
daytime urgent care service.

15. Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora (HNZ) will fund Lower Hutt After Hours to provide
daytime urgent care services in Lower Hutt from December 2025. We are on track to
commence a direct sourcing procurement process in the week commencing 28 July.

16. National and regional teams in HNZ have a positive relationship with Mark O’Connor,
General Manager of Lower Hutt After Hours. We have had ongoing discussions around
the expanded service, including working through possible future service and funding
arrangements.

17. Lower Hutt After Hours is eager to expand their hours and service offering to align to the
new national framework. The service’s ability to deliver a fully-staffed daytime urgent
care service will be largely dependent on the availability of a suitable clinical workforce.
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Appendix 3: Attendee list and biographies

Dr Stuart Thomson — Chair, Lower Hutt After Hours Medical Centre

Dr Stuart Thomson has been Chair of Lower Hutt After Hours Medical
Centre since 2008. He is also President of the New Zealand College of
Musculoskeletal Medicine.

Stuart practised for 30 years as a general practitioner (GP) and sports
doctor at Naenae Medical Centre (until 2020). He currently practises as a
Musculoskeletal Specialist at Motion Health/Sports and Pain Clinic and at
Petone Physio.

Stuart has been the doctor for numerous sports teams, including the Kiwis
(NZ Rugby League) and Blacksox (NZ Softball), and was head of the New
Zealand medical team at the 2002 Winter Olympics.

Mark O’Connor — General Manager, Lower Hutt After Hours Medical Centre

Mark O’Connor has been the General Manager at Lower Hutt After Hours
Medical Centre since 2010. He is also Chair of Bowls New Zealand.

Mark has held numerous roles in sports and not-for-profit administration,
with senior sporting roles with Wellington Rugby League, New Zealand
Rugby League and Swimming New Zealand. He has also held senior
management roles at the Council of Medical Colleges and the National
Army Museum Te Mata Toa, Waiouru.

Kura Moeahu (QS0O) — Chair, Te Riinanganui o Te Ati Awa and Tumu Whakarae / Principal
Advisor Maori, New Zealand Parliament

Nga Ruahine, Te Ati Awa, Taranaki —Tuturu, Ngati Mutunga, Ngati Tama,
Ngati Toa

Kura Moeahu is the Chair of Te Rinanganui o Te Ati Awa and is Tumu
Whakarae / Principal Advisor Maori in New Zealand Parliament. He is Chair
of Waiwhetu and Pipitea Marae, Atiawa Toa FM Radio, and the Harbour
Island Kaitiaki Board. He is also a board member of Creative NZ and holds
several directorship and advisory roles.

In 2023, Kura received a Companion of the Queen's Service Order for his
services to Maori and the arts.

Campbell Barry — Mayor, Hutt City Council
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Campbell Barry is in his second term as the Mayor of Lower Hutt. He was
first elected to the role in 2019, making history as New Zealand’s youngest
ever elected Mayor of a city at 28 years old. Prior to this, he served two
terms as a City Councillor, and has worked in various other private and
public sector roles. He was born and raised in Wainuiomata where he
attended his local primary, intermediate and high school.

Campbell announced in April that he will not seek re-election at the local
body elections in October.
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Muhammad Naseem (Joe) Asghar — Chair, Te Awakairangi Health Network

Joe Asghar is the Chair of Te Awakairangi Health Network, as well as Chief
Executive of Presbyterian Support Central.

Originally trained as a pharmacist, Joe followed a career mainly in hospital
practice gaining experience across a range of clinical disciplines. During
this time, he also worked in community practice.

He has Fellowships of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (UK), the Faculty

of Public Health (UK) and the New Zealand College of Pharmacists, and is
a Chartered member of the Institute of Directors.

Dr Mary English — Chair, Wellington Accident & Urgent Medical Centre

Dr Mary English is Chair of Wellington Accident & Urgent Medical Centre.
Mary is also a board member for general practice advocacy group, GenPro.
A GP, Mary owns and practises at Kelburn GPs in Wellington.

Mary is the wife of former Prime Minister, Sir Bill English.
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