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Purpose 

Date 

Time 

Venue 

Attendees 

Health New Zealand I 
Te Whatu Ora officials 

Media 

You are meeting with Aotearoa Clinical Trials Trust (ACTT) to discuss 
clinical trials within NZ health services. 

Thursday 31 July 2025 

4:10pm - 4:30pm 

EW 6.6 

Ed Watson, CEO, ACTT 

Greg Batkin, Chairman, ACTT 

Joshua Whitford, Blacklands PR 

[Note, biographies are attached as Appendix 1] 

Robyn Whittaker, Director Evidence Research & Clinical Trials, PF&O. 
Adjunct Professor, University of Auckland. 

Jason Power, interim Director Planning Funding & Outcomes (online) 

Vanessa Thornton, GOO Middlemore Hospital and Northern Region 
(online) 

No media are expected 

Background and context 

1. This meeting briefing provides you with information to support your meeting with Aotearoa 
Clinical Trials Trust (ACTT). 

2. Aotearoa Clin ical Trials (ACTT, formerly Middlemore Clinical Trials) has been in operation 
for approximately 22 years onsite within Middlemore Hospital. It is an independent 
charitable trust that runs commercial and grant funded research at Middlemore hospital, 
and more recently also at Whangarei Hospital. ACTT has a Trust Board and 
independently runs its own HR, legal (to include indemnity), and finance functions. Health 
NZ's Relationship Agreement with ACTT was signed in 2017 by the former Counties 
Manukau DHB (CM DHB) and Middlemore Clinical Trials (Appendix 2). It included the 
provision of clinical and business support services by CM DHB with arrangements for 
Middlemore CT to pay for support services, costs and expenses for each research study 
according to a schedule of fees, plus taxes, levies, ACC and liabilities. 

3. ACTT has written to you and Minister Seymour to raise a number of specific issues they 
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feel are preventing any increase in commercial clinical trials in New Zealand. 

4. Health NZ has previously provided you with a comprehensive Briefing on Clinical Trials 
(with the Ministry of Health, 18 Feb 2025 H2025061 075), an Information Request relating 
to ACTT questions (11 Jun 2025 HNZ00090339), and a Weekly Report update (9 Jul 
2025) on the Health NZ commercial clinical trials overhead policy. 
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Dr Ed Watson 

Greg Batkin 

Joshua Whitford 

Ed Watson is CEO of ACTT. Prior to that, he 
had his own clinical research business and 
held several senior management roles in 
US-based pharmaceutical companies. He is 
a qualified physician and clinical trial 
Principal Investigator. 

Greg is Chair of the ACTT Board. He is also 
Deputy Chair of Safer Sleep, Vice 
Commodore of the Outboard Boating Club 
of Auckland, and has worked in a wide 
range of business sectors, including 
automotive, energy, agriculture and life 
sciences. 

Joshua is Govt Relations & Policy 
Consultant at Blackland PR. 
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