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Appendix 1: Biographies of attendees 

 

Vanessa Sorenson is the Managing Director and Chief 
Partner Officer at Microsoft New Zealand. She joined Microsoft 
in 2017 and has since held various leadership roles, including 
Director of Enterprise. In her role, Vanessa is responsible for 
driving business growth, forging strong relationships, managing 
Microsoft's large Enterprise sales team, and working closely 
with partners and key stakeholders in New Zealand. 

Vanessa has a unique and inspiring background. Despite 
facing numerous challenges growing up, she has risen to 
become one of New Zealand's leading businesswomen. Her 
journey from living in caravan parks to heading a multinational 
corporation is a testament to her resilience and determination. 
Vanessa's story is one of overcoming adversity and breaking 
through barriers to achieve success. 

 

Lewis Mills is the Head of Corporate Affairs for Microsoft New 
Zealand. He has extensive experience in senior corporate 
affairs roles, having worked for both Uber and Microsoft. In 
addition to his corporate roles, Lewis has consulted for local 
tech companies on regulation and reputation issues. He has a 
proven track record of collaborating with Government and other 
stakeholders to promote an enabling regulatory environment 
for the tech industry to flourish. 

Lewis is a lawyer by background, having served as a Crown 
Prosecutor and regulatory lawyer at Meredith Connell. He has 
also worked as in-house counsel in the public sector and as a 
judge's clerk in The Hague. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




