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GUIDELINE: Rotation of infant formula brands in NNU 
 
SCOPE: Maternity and Neonatal Unit 
AUTHOR: NNU Quality Co-Ordinator  
 
PURPOSE: Infant formula brands are rotated to ensure that no preference is shown to any 
particular ready to feed infant formula. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 Infant formula - a breast milk substitute formulated industrially in accordance with applicable 
Codex Alimentarius standards. 
Breast milk substitute - any food being marketed or otherwise represented as a partial or total 
replacement for breast milk, whether suitable for that purpose or not. 
 
GUIDELINE:  
Health care facilities should not promote or display formula products in their facilities. (Article 
9 of the Code of Practice for Health Workers) 
 
Health workers should not promote a specific brand of formula or be involved in the 
promotion of products used for infant feeding (Article 4:4 of the Code of Practice for Health 
Workers). 
 
In order to do this ready-made formula brands are rotated and obtained from the hospital 
suppliers and stored appropriately on NNU out of view. 
This formula is used for infants when there are medical reasons for supplementary feeding. 
Rotation of formula is evidenced by records of supply orders. 
 
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS: 
Hauora Tairāwhiti Breast feeding Policy  
 
REFERENCES: 
www.health.govt.nz/our-work/who-code-nz/background-breast-milk-substitutes-code 
 
Ministry of Health. 2007. Implementing and Monitoring the International Code of Marketing 
of Breast-milk Substitutes in New Zealand: The Code in New Zealand. Wellington: Ministry of 
Health. 
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