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LIST OF FREQUENTLY USED MATERNITY AND NEONATAL  ABBREVIATIONS 
 
AF Artificial feeding 
AMA Advanced maternal age  
AN Antenatal 
ANC Antenatal clinic 
APH   Antepartum haemorrhage 
ARM Artificial rupture of membranes 
 
BBA Born before arrival 
BCG Bacillus Calmette-Guerin 
BDM Births, Deaths and Marriages  
BF  Breastfeeding 
BFHI Baby Friendly Hospitals Initiative 
BNO Bowels not opened 
BO Bowels opened  
Bpm Beats per minute 
BP Blood pressure 
BSL Blood sugar level 
BGL Blood glucose level 
BWC Birth Weight centile  
 
CBC Complete blood count 
CCT Controlled cord traction 
Cont Contractions 
CPD Cephalopelvic disproportion 
CTG Cardiotocograph 
Ctx/s Contraction/s 
Cx/Cvx Cervix 
 
DAT Diet as tolerated 
DNA Did not attend 
DOPP Direct occipito posterior position 
DTA Deep transverse arrest 
DU Delivery unit 
D/W Discussed with 
 
EBL Estimated blood loss 
EBM Expressed breast milk 
ECV External cephalic version 
EDD Estimated date of delivery 
EDC Estimated date of confinement  
El LSCS Elective Lower segment caesarian section 
Em LSCS Emergency Lower segment caesarian section 
 
FSE Fetal Scalp Electrode 
FBS Fetal blood sampling 
FHR Fetal heart rate 
FHH Fetal heart heard 
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FM Fetal movement 
 
GDM Gestational diabetes mellitus 
GROW Gestation Related optimum weight 
 
HELLP Haemolysis Elevated Liver Enzymes and Low Platelets 
HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
HPmec Has passed meconium 
HNPmec Has not passed meconium    
HPU Has passed urine 
HNPU Has not passed urine 
HR Heart rate 
HTN Hypertension 
 
IDC Indwelling catheter 
IDDM Insulin dependent diabetes mellitus 
IM (I) Intramuscular injection 
IOL Induction of labour 
IUCD Intrauterine contraceptive   
IUD Intra uterine death 
IUFD Intra uterine fetal death 
IUGR Intra uterine growth retardation 
IV Intravenous 
 
LBW Low birth weight 
LMC Lead maternity carer 
LMP Last menstrual period 
LSCS Lower segment caesarian section 
 
MCIS Maternity Clinical Information System (Badgernet) 
MCNZ Midwifery Council of New Zealand  
MSR Midwifery Standards Review 
 
N²0 Nitrous Oxide (entonox) 
NAD Nothing abnormal detected 
NIEL Not in established labour    
NIR National Immunisation Register  
NKDA No known drug allergies 
NND Neonatal death 
NPM/NBM  Nil per mouth/nil by mouth 
NVB/D Normal vaginal birth/delivery 
NZCOM New Zealand Midwifery Council 
 
O² Oxygen 
OA Occipito anterior (may have L (left) or R (right) prior to OA) 
Obs Observations 
OP Occipito posterior (may have L (left) or R (right) prior to OP) 
OR Operating room 
OT Occipito transverse (may have L (left) or R (right) prior to OT) 
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PACU Post Anaesthetic Care Unit 
PND Postnatal depression 
POD Post-operative day  
POP Persistent occipito posterior 
PIH  Pregnancy induced hypertension 
PPH Postpartum haemorrhage 
PP   Postpartum 
PPROM Preterm Pre-labour rupture of the membranes 
PROM Prelabour rupture of membranes 
PV Per vagina 
PR Per rectum 
 
RANZCOG Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and 

Gynaecologists 
RCA Root cause analysis 
RR Respiration rate 
ROM Rupture of membranes 
 
SB Stillbirth 
SBAR Situation, background, assessment, result 
SBR Serum Bilirubin 
SC/sub cut Subcutaneous 
SGA Small for gestational age 
SRM/SROM Spontaneous rupture of membranes 
SVB/D Spontaneous vaginal birth/delivery 
 
TOC Transfer of care 
 
USS or U/S Ultrasound scan 
 
VBAC Vaginal birth after caesarean 
VB Vaginal Birth 
VE Vaginal examination 
 
WNL Within normal limits 
W/C Well contracted 
 
 
All medication abbreviations MUST be as specified on TDH medication charts. 
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