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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The results in this report are from an online survey of 1,350 New Zealand respondents aged 16 

years of age or over.  The survey was conducted between 26 March and 1 April 2021. 

 

The sample is weighted on age, gender, employment status, highest educational qualification, 

personal income and region to match the 16+ population and at the most recent census.  

Although the survey was not specifically weighted on ethnicity, the weighted sample was in line 

with population ethnic mix.   

 

 At a 95% confidence level, the survey has a maximum margin of error of ±2.7% overall. 

 

Questions in the survey track willingness to take a COVID-19 vaccine, confidence in vaccines 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

and key information needs. 

 

Key findings 

 

Vaccine uptake 

Likelihood to 

accept a COVID-

19 vaccine 

remains steady 

at 69% ς a 

consistent figure 

since September 

2020. 

Note that the 

March result 

includes those 

who have 

already been 

vaccinated.   

 

Total Unlikely to 

take a vaccine 

remains steady 

at 20% 
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Second dose 

Overall, 75% were likely to take a second dose and 10% were unlikely to do so.   

26% of those who have already had their first dose say they are unlikely to have a 

second. 

 

Beliefs about the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 

There was a high level of uncertainty about what the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine would do1: 

¶ 46% believed the vaccine would be effective by seven days after the second dose.  14% 

thought it would be immediately effective after either the first or second dose and 32% 

were not sure 

¶ 59% believed the vaccine would protect them from the effects of COVID-19.  18% 

thought it would stop hem catching COVID-19 and 23% were unsure 

¶ 68% believed the vaccine provided a 95% probability of protection from COVID-19.  7% 

thought it would provide full protection and 26% were not sure. 

¶ 70% believed they would still have to continue with protective behaviours after taking 

the vaccine.  10% thought they would not need to do that and 21% were not sure. 

¶ 40% believed they would still be able to pass COVID-19 on to others after taking the 

vaccine.  20% thought they would not be able to pass the virus on and 40% were not 

sure. 

 

True statements 

Respondents were shown a list of statements and asked which they thought were true. 

 

Those who are 

unlikely to take 

the vaccine are 

less likely to 

believe 

vaccination is 

free 

 

Those who are 

unlikely to take 

the vaccine are 

more likely to 

believe that you 

can still catch 

COVID-19 after 

vaccination. 

 

 

 
 

 
1 Figures quoted may not sum to 100% owing to rounding 
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Those who will 

ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ 

take the vaccine 

are the most 

likely to believe 

that you can still 

pass the virus on 

to others after 

vaccination. 

 

Those who are 

likely to take the 

vaccine have 

much greater 

belief that 

COVID-19 

vaccines will play 

a critical role in 

protecting New 

½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ 

health and 

wellbeing. 

 

Those who are 
likely to take the 
vaccine have 
much greater 
belief that 
COVID-19 
vaccines will 
άŀƭƭƻǿ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǘŜǇ 
back to 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǘȅέΦ   
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Influencing factors 

The top 5 influencing factors were: 

¶ Helping to protect all New Zealanders 

¶ Vaccination is free (for both doses) 

¶ Helping to end the COVID-19 pandemic more quickly 

¶ Helping reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection and the prospect of further lockdowns 

and economic harm 

¶ Being vaccinated will protect me from the effects of COVID-19. 

 

There are some key trends: 

 
άVaccination is 
ŦǊŜŜέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 
to increase in 
importance 
overall, but is of 
less importance 
for those who 
are unlikely to 
take a COVID-19 
vaccine.   
 
 
 
 
άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
protect all New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ grew 
as a key factor 
while άHelping to 
protect the 
health of my 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳέ 
was down by the 
same amount. 
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Overall, New 
Zealanders 
appear to be 
requiring less 
reassurance on 
clinical trials and 
side-effects, but 
both of these 
remain major 
considerations 
for those who 
are unlikely to 
take a vaccine. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Decision thoughts 

Supporting the decline in side-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΣ άL ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

unknown side-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ άL ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƳŜέ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ 

ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎ-term 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻǇ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  .ƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ 

from concentration on the near-term to the long-term. 
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Worry about 
side-effects, and 
concern about 
the effect of the 
vaccine on their 
own health, are 
key thoughts that 
factor into the 
decision of those 
who are unlikely 
to take a vaccine. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confidence 

Tracking continued on questions about confidence in: 

¶ Any COVID-19 vaccine to be used in New Zealand meeting acceptable safety and quality 

standards 

¶ Any COVID-19 vaccine made available in New Zealand: 

o Preventing COVID-19 infection 

o Preventing severe illness/death from COVID-19 

o Preventing the passing infection to others (this is a new measure). 
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The total who 
are confident in 
these four 
measures has not 
changed, but 
average 
confidence 
(which indicates 
the relative 
strength of 
respondent 
confidence) is 
increasing 
slightly. 
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Risk-based approach to vaccination roll-out 

 
66% overall 
approved of the 
risk-based 
approach to the 
vaccine roll-out 
and 10% 
disapproved.  
17% were 
neutral. 
 
 

 
 

Disapproval was higher among those who were unlikely to take a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Pasifika respondents were more likely to disapprove (27%) than respondents in other ethnic 

groups ǿƘƛƭŜ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀǎƛŦƛƪŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ όнн҈ ŀƴŘ нм҈Σ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ). 

 

Preferred time for vaccination 

Asked when they would most like to take the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine this year, 15% (an 

ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ смнΣнлл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ мс ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊύ ǎŀƛŘ άLƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅέΦ 

 

This demand for immediate vaccination is slightly more likely to come from: 

¶ Those in Vaccination Groups 1 to 3 

¶ Those who have decided ǘƻ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ 

¶ Males 

¶ aņƻǊƛΣ άhǘƘŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴέ ŀƴŘ tŀǎƛŦƛƪŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ 

¶ Those in professional/senior government official, business management and 

executive roles or technical, mechanical and skilled worker roles. 
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Information to decide on vaccination 

 
As in February 
2021, 56% of 
respondents 
overall have 
mostly or 
definitely all the 
information they 
need to decide 
whether to take 
a COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

 
 

¢ƘŜ άŎƻǊŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ /h±L5-19 vaccine is estimated at 

9.4% of the 16+ population ς a similar result to February.  The data suggests that they may be 

becoming firmer in their determination not to be persuaded to take a vaccine.  

 

Reasons for not taking a COVID-19 vaccine 

The rank order of the reasons for not taking a COVID-19 vaccine is unchanged from 

February. 

 

There are some significant changes, however: 

 
The need to be 
assured about 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΩǎ 
safety has 
declined 11% 
since December 
2020. 
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The percentage 
of those who are 
unsure, or 
unlikely to take a 
vaccine, and who 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ άLΩŘ 
rather wait and 
see if others who 
have taken it 
suffer any side 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέΣ Ƙŀǎ 
declined 9% 
since December 
2020. 

 
 

 

 

Information about the rollout plan 

Respondents who had not yet had a first dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine were 

asked what information they needed about the roll-out plan. 

 

Overall, they wanted information on: 

¶ TƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ-effects and what would happen if they had an adverse 

reaction 

¶ Where and when to get a vaccination, how to make an appointment/book for a 

vaccination and whether they had a choice of location 

¶ How the vaccine works and what is in it. 

 

Information sources about the vaccine 

 
 
Television New 
Zealand is by far 
the most 
important source 
of information on 
the 
Pfizer/BioNTech 
vaccine. 
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Use of official websites 

 
 
29% overall had 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƴƛǘŜ 
against COVID-
мфέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
website in the 
past 30 days and 
26% the Ministry 
of Health 
website. 

 
 

Use of the COVID Tracer app 

 
An estimated 2.7 
million are using the 
App with an 
estimated 2.0 million 
Using it regularly or 
every time. 
 
1.3 million are not 
using it, including an 
estimated 119,500 
who have 
downloaded it. 
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Effect of social media posts and vaccine side-effects on vaccine decision 

Respondents were asked if they thought their decision to take the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 

would be influenced by social media posts or hearing of someone in New Zealand having a 

serious side-effect from taking it. 

 

A nett 16% would not take a vaccine if a social media post or video alarmed them or an anti-

vaccine post or video looked credible.  Only 1 in 3 would then go on to look for official 

information. 

 

11% said it would make them decide not to accept the vaccine when it was offered. 

 

Trust 

 
Average overall trust 
scores for all three 
trust measures are 
steady. 
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REPORT 

1. Respondent beliefs about the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
There was continuing uncertainty shown about some aspects of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, 

particularly when it would start becoming effective after vaccination and whether COVID-19 

could be passed to others after having the vaccine.  Just over a quarter of respondents were 

unsure about whether it would provide full protection. 

 

1.1  When effective 

32% of respondents were not sure when the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine would start to become 

effective after vaccination.  46% thought it would be seven days after the second dose, but 14% 

thought it would be immediate ς either after the first dose (5%) or second dose (9%). 

 

 
 

Of those who had answered ά{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜέ, 7 out of 20 said that it would be effective after 

two weeks/14 days. 

 

пт҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ά{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜέ 

with 3 out of 10 of that group saying it would not be effective at all. 

 

άbƻǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 

άbƻƴ-ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ 

άbƻ ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦέ 

άb9±9wΦ Lǘϥǎ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ {I!aΗέ 

άb9±9wΗΗΗΗΗέ 

ά5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
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1.2  Protection 

59% overall thought it would protect them from the effects of COVID-19 while 18% thought 

vaccination would prevent them catching COVID-19.  23% were unsure. 

 

 
 

68% overall thought the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine would provide a 95% probability of protection 

from COVID-19 while 7% believed it would provide full protection.  23% were unsure. 

 

 
Note: Percentages may not sum to 100% owing to rounding 
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1.3  After having the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccination 

70% believed they would still have to continue with protective behaviours; 10% believed you 

would not have to do this and 21% were unsure. 

 

 
 

40% overall were unsure about whether they could pass on COIVID-19 to others after having 

been vaccinated.  20% thought you would not be able to and 40% thought that you could. 
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2. True statements 
Respondents were shown a list of statements (presented in random order) and asked which 

they thought were true, if any.  
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Note the following: 

 

¶ Those who are unlikely to take the vaccine are less likely to believe vaccination is free 

 
 

¶ Those who are unlikely to take the vaccine are more likely to believe that you can still 

catch COVID-19 after vaccination 

 
 

¶ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

can still pass the virus on to others after vaccination. 
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¶ Those who are likely to take the vaccine have much greater belief that COVID-19 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ 

those who are unlikely to take the vaccine. 

 

 
 

¶ Those who are likely to take the vaccine have much greater belief, than those who are 

unlikely to take the vaccine, that COVID-19 vaccines will άallow a big step back to 

normalityέ.  This is effectively an aspirational appeal which is unlikely to be effective 

against those who have entrenched attitudes against the vaccine. 

 

In general, those who are unlikely to take the vaccine have much lower belief that the 

Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine has shown to be 95% effective and that while it may cause 

side-effects in some people, such side effects are common, mostly mild, and won't last 

long.  This is reflected in their reasons for not taking a vaccine (see Section 6.4 of this 

report). 

 

 
 

 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=23+Edwin+Street,+Mt+Eden,+Auckland+1024&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:gmcinman@horizonresearch.co.nz
mailto:gcolman@horizonresearch.co.nz


 

Page 19 
Horizon Research Limited, Unit G12, 23 Edwin Street, Mt Eden, Auckland 1024. 

Grant McInman, Manager. E-mail, gmcinman@horizonresearch.co.nz, Telephone 64 - 021 0762040. 
Graeme Colman, Principal. E-mail, gcolman@horizonresearch.co.nz, Telephone: + 64 21 84 85 76. 

3. Deciding whether to take a COVID-19 vaccine 
Tracking the factors that would influence a decision to take a vaccine and the thoughts that 

would occur to respondents in the course of that decision continued in March 2021. 

3.1  Influencing factors 

άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ top position in March 2021, together with 

ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜέΦ  Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнмΣ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ.  

 

 
 

The full list of potential influencing factors and the percentage who thought they would 

influence their decision is shown in the attached APPENDIX 2 ς TABLES. 
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Note the following trends: 

 

¶ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎ 

importance for those who are unlikely to take a COVID-19 vaccine. 

 
 

¶ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ grew as a key factor ǿƘƛƭŜ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳέ ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΦ 
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¶ Overall, New Zealanders appear to be requiring less reassurance on clinical trials and 

side-effects, but both of these remain major considerations for those who are unlikely 

to take a vaccine. 
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The top 5 influencing factors by likelihood to take a vaccine demonstrates how priorities have 

changed in a month: 

 

If you were offered a well-tested and approved vaccine to prevent infection with COVID-19 
today would you take it? 

Definitely Most likely Likely Unlikely Most unlikely Definitely not 
I'm really not 

sure 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(82%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(70%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(60%) 

Has been 
through 
extensive, 
properly 
conducted, 
clinical trials 
(25%) 

Has been 
through 
extensive, 
properly 
conducted, 
clinical trials 
(58%) 

Has been 
through 
extensive, 
properly 
conducted, 
clinical trials 
(15%) 

Sufficient 
information on 
any side effects 
(51%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(77%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(70%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(57%) 

Sufficient 
information on 
any side effects 
(22%) 

Sufficient 
information on 
any side effects 
(53%) 

Sufficient 
information on 
any side effects 
(10%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(49%) 

Helping reduce 
the risk of 
COVID-19 
infection and 
the prospect of 
further 
lockdowns and 
economic 
harm 
(77%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(67%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(56%) 

Doing the best 
thing for my 
own health 
(20%) 

Information on 
lack of 
significant 
side-effects 
(34%) 

Safely used 
overseas 
(8%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(40%) 

Doing the best 
thing for my 
own health 
(76%) 

Helping reduce 
the risk of 
COVID-19 
infection and 
the prospect of 
further 
lockdowns and 
economic 
harm 
(65%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(49%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(18%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(32%) 

Doing the best 
thing for my 
own health 
(7%) 

Has been 
through 
extensive, 
properly 
conducted, 
clinical trials 
(34%) 

The benefits of 
taking the 
vaccine would 
outweigh any 
risks 
(75%) 

Helping 
protect the 
health of my 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ 
and those 
closest to me 
(63%) 

Has been 
through 
extensive, 
properly 
conducted, 
clinical trials 
(48%) 

Recommended 
by the World 
Health 
Organisation 
(17%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(25%) 

None of the 
factors listed 
(75%) 

Helping reduce 
the risk of 
COVID-19 
infection and 
the prospect of 
further 
lockdowns and 
economic 
harm 
(31%) 

 

Compared with February 2021: 

¶ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ о ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  ά5ƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ ό61% in February) ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǳǘǿŜƛƎƘ ŀƴȅ Ǌƛǎƪǎέ όсн҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŜέ ό71%, up from 67% in Februarȅύ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜέ ό74%, up from 66% in February).   

¶ άaƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 2 ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  

άHelping to protect all New Zealandersέ ό62% in February)Σ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ 

protect me from the effects of COVID-мфέ όсо҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

risk of COVID-мф ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘŀǊƳέ 
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(64% in February) ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ άHelping to end the COVID-19 pandemic more quicklyέ ό63%, 

down from 69% in February)Σ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ 

from COVID-мфέ όŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ нлнм ǎǳǊǾŜȅύ ŀƴŘ άIŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΣ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎέ όпу҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ст҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ. 

¶ ά[ƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 2 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ. άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ όос҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ /h±L5-19 pandemic 

ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ όпр҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ 

of COVID-мфέ όоу҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊy) ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ /h±L5-19 infection 

and the prospect of further lockdowns and economic harmέ (46%, slightly down from 

49% in FebruaryύΣ ά!ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ aŜŘǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘέ όот҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ пс҈ ƛƴ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ά{ǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ όпо҈Σ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ пр҈ύ. 

¶ ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 2 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  άDoing the 

ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ όмо҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ bŜǿ 

½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ όму҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ 

(17% in February) ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ άHelping reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection and the 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘŀǊƳέ όпс҈Σ ǎƭƛƎƘtƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ 

пф҈ύΣ ά!ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ aŜŘǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘέ όо7%, down from 46% in February) and 

ά{ǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ (43%, ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ 45%). 

¶ άaƻǎǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 4 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  ά.ŜƛƴƎ 

vaccinated will protect me from the effects of COVID-мфέ όс҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ 

άwŜǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊέ όмн҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ нм҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ. 

¶ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 2 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ 4έ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ (included 

ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ƭƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ άbƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǊƛǎŜƴ to 75% from 

70%Φ  ά{ŀŦŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎέ όп҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ and ά5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ όо҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜέ όр҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ф҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ 

άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƛŘŜ-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ (deleted in the march survey).  

¶ άbƻǘ ǎǳǊŜέ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: 3 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ.  

άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ /h±L5-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ όпл҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ άIŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΣ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎέ (34% in February) replace 

άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎƛŘŜ-effectsέ (deleted in the March survey) and 

ά5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ όнм҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ом҈ύ. 

 

Note that the following considerations were also nominated by more than 60% of those: 

 

Who would ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ 

¶ Vaccination is free (for both doses): 74% 

¶ Being vaccinated will protect me from the effects of COVID-19: 71% 

¶ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΥ тм҈ 

¶ Recommended by the New Zealand Ministry of Health: 68% 

¶ Approved by Medsafe in New Zealand: 65% 

¶ Recommended by the Director General of Health, Dr Ashley Bloomfield: 63% 

¶ Has been through extensive, properly conducted, clinical trials: 62%. 
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²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άaƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ 

¶ Helping to end the COVID-19 pandemic more quickly: 63% 

¶ Approved by Medsafe in New Zealand:  61%. 

 

The following table shows the top 5 important influencing factors for each ethnic group.   

 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнмΣ άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ or personal medical service 

providerέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢op 5έ for Pasifika respondents, 50% of whom said this was a key factor.  

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ in March 2021, but 43% of Pasifika respondents selected that factor 

as important.  It is therefore vital that the GPS and medical service providers working with 

Pasifika people take a key role in vaccine communication to that target group. 

 

ETHNIC GROUPS 

Asian Indian aņƻǊƛ 
NZ 

European/ 
Pakeha 

Other 
European 

Pasifika Other 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(58%) 

Allowing more 
New Zealand 
citizens and 
residents to 
return 
(47%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(56%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(60%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(56%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(66%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(47%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(52%) 

Approved by 
Medsafe in 
New Zealand 
(38%) 

Helping 
protect the 
health of my 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ 
and those 
closest to me 
(53%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(59%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(53%) 

Helping 
protect the 
health of my 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ 
and those 
closest to me 
(66%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(45%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(51%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(35%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(52%) 

Helping reduce 
the risk of 
COVID-19 
infection and 
the prospect of 
further 
lockdowns and 
economic 
harm 
(57%) 

Helping to 
protect all New 
Zealanders 
(49%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(65%) 

Doing the best 
thing for my 
own health 
(43%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(45%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(35%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(48%) 

Helping to end 
the COVID-19 
pandemic 
more quickly 
(57%) 

The benefits of 
taking the 
vaccine would 
outweigh any 
risks 
(49%) 

Helping me to 
travel 
internationally 
once again 
(63%) 

The benefits of 
taking the 
vaccine would 
outweigh any 
risks 
(42%) 

Approved by 
Medsafe in 
New Zealand 
(43%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(34%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(45%) 

Being 
vaccinated will 
protect me 
from the 
effects of 
COVID-19 
(54%) 

Helping reduce 
the risk of 
COVID-19 
infection and 
the prospect of 
further 
lockdowns and 
economic 
harm 
(48%) 

Vaccination is 
free (for both 
doses) 
(61%) 

Sufficient 
information on 
any side effects 
(40%) 
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By ethnicity, and compared with February 2021: 

¶ AsianΥ ά!ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ aŜŘǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘέ όпт҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ άHelping 

reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection and the prospect of further lockdowns and 

economic harm (38%, down from 53% in February) 

¶ IndianΥ ά!ƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ ό20% in 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ άHelping to protect all New Zealandersέ όоп҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ άHelping to 

end the COVID-19 pandemic more quicklyέ (42% in Februaryύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ άBeing 

vaccinated will protect me from getting COVID-19έ όно҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ рпу҈ύΣ άHas been 

through extensive, properly conducted, clinical trialsέ ό31%, down from 58%) ŀƴŘέ 

Helping reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection and the prospect of further lockdowns 

and economic harm (17%, down from 49%) 

¶ aņƻǊƛΥ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ /h±L5-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ όпс҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ 

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /h±L5-мфέ ό40% in February) 

rŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ /h±L5-19 infection and the prospect of further 

loŎƪŘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘŀǊƳέ όпр҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ рм҈ύ ŀƴŘ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ ŦǊƻƳ /h±L5-мфέ όŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅύ 

¶ NZ European: ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /h±L5-мфέ όпу҈ ƛƴ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ άHas been through extensive, properly conducted, clinical trialsέ 

(51%, down from 58%) 

¶ άhǘƘŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴέ: άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƭ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘŜǊǎέ όрп% in February) ŀƴŘ άThe 

benefits of taking the vaccine would outweigh any risksέ (50% in February) replaced 

άVaccination is freeέ (53%, marginally down from 56%) ŀƴŘ άSufficient information on 

any side effectsέ (32%, down from 55%). 

¶ άhǘƘŜǊέ ethnicities: ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ όŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŘƻǎŜǎύέ όол҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

end the COVID-19 pandemic more ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ όнл҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΣ ά5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ όну҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƻǳǘǿŜƛƎƘ ŀƴȅ Ǌƛǎƪǎέ όол҈ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ά!ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ aŜŘǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘέ 

όму҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ пл҈ύΣ άIŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘhe risk of COVID-19 infection and the prospect 

ƻŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘŀǊƳέ όор҈Σ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ от҈ύΣ άIŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΣ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎέ όнф҈Σ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ оо҈ύ ŀƴŘ 

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅκǿƘņƴŀǳ ŦǊƻƳ /h±L5-19έ (deleted in the 

March survey). 

 

3.2  Decision thoughts 

Supporting the decline in side-effects as an overall ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΣ άL ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

unknown side-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ άL ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ-ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƳŜέ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ 

ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎ-term 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜέ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾed into top position.  Both of these suggest a potential shift 

from concentration on the near-term to the long-term. 

 

The average number of thoughts per person dropped from 3.2 in February to 2.8, suggesting 

that people who are likely to take a vaccine may be becoming a little more certain about what is 
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important in their decision-making.  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ άƳƻǎǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ рΦр ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ όрΦм ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅύΦ 

 

 
 

Note that worry about side-effects, and concern about the effect of the vaccine on their own 

health, are key thoughts that factor into the decision of those who are unlikely to take a 

vaccine. 
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Five thoughts were selected by more than 25% of respondents.  Demographic characteristics of 

these top six thoughts are: 

 

Thinking about how you will decide whether or not to take an approved COVID-19 vaccine, 
which of these thoughts occur for you, if any? 

It is too soon to see 
whether there are 

any long-term 
effects from the 

vaccine 

I worry there will 
be unknown side 

effects 

I worry how the 
side effects may 

affect me 
 

I'd rather wait, to 
see if it causes any 
problems for others 

I worry it might 
affect my health in 

other ways 

41% 37% 33% 28% 25% 

More likely to be 
female than male. 
 
Average age. 
 
Average household 
income but 11% lower 
personal income than 
average. 
 
Slightly more likely 
than average to have 
school- level 
qualifications as their 
highest qualification. 
 
Slightly more likely to 
have children in the 
household. 
 
Slightly less likely than 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ aņƻǊƛ 
and slightly more likely 
to be NZ European/ 
Pakeha. 
 
More likely to be living 
in the North Island but 
not in Auckland. 
 

More likely to be 
female than male. 
 
6% younger than 
average age. 
 
Average household 
income but 14% lower 
than average personal 
income. 
 
More likely than 
average to have 
school- level 
qualifications as their 
highest qualification. 
 
No ethnic differences 
from average. 
 
More likely to be living 
in the North Island 
from Taupo north, but 
not in Auckland. 
 
 

More likely to be 
female than male. 
 
5% younger than 
average age 
 
7% lower household 
income and 20% lower 
personal income than 
average. 
 
More likely than 
average to have 
school- level 
qualifications as their 
highest qualification. 
 
More likely to have 
children in the 
household. 
 
No location or ethnic 
differences from 
average. 
 

More likely to be 
female than male. 
 
7% younger than 
average age. 
 
2% lower household 
income and 14% lower 
personal income than 
average. 
 
More likely than 
average to have 
school- level 
qualifications as their 
highest qualification. 
 
More likely to have 
children in the 
household. 
 
More likely than 
average to be of 
Pasifika ethnicity. 
 
More likely to be living 
in the North Island but 
not in Auckland. 
 

More likely to be 
female than male. 
 
3% older than average 
age. 
 
7% lower household 
and 12% lower 
personal income than 
average. 
 
More likely to have 
children in the 
household. 
 
No ethnic differences. 
 
More likely to be living 
in the North Island and 
slightly more likely to 
be in Auckland. 

 

 

 

άI worry how the side effects may affect meέΣ άIt is too soon to see whether there are any long-

term effects from the vaccineέ ŀƴŘ άI worry there will be unknown side effectsέ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 

top five thoughts ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ /h±L5-19 vaccine.   

 

άI'd rather wait, to see if it causes any problems for othersέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ р ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 

those who would definitely not take a vaccine. 
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Top five thoughts by likelihood to take a COVD-19 vaccine are shown in the following table. 

  

Will you take the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine? 

Definitely Most likely Likely Unlikely Most unlikely Definitely not 
I'm really not 

sure 
It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(223%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects  
(47%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects (47%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(57%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(81%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects (64%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(56%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me. 
(14%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(46%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(47%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others (53%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
 (76%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(59%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(52%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects  
(13%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(39%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(43%) 

LΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ 
the vaccine 
may not be 
effective 
(29%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others  
(68%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(58%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(51%) 

Will the 
COVID-19 
vaccine 
adversely 
affect my 
existing 
medical 
conditions and 
symptoms 
(10%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others (28%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others (42%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects (28%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways  
(59%) 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ 
need for it 
(51%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others  
(46%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
heath in other 
ways 
(8%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
heath in other 
ways 
(24%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways (34%) 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
enough about 
vaccines 
(23%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(51%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
heath in other 
ways 
(51%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways  
(36%) 

 

Compared with February 2021: 

¶ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ п ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  άL ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛǘ 

might ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎέ (12% in February) replaces άLΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ (5%, down from 14% in February). 

¶ άaƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ: п ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  άL 

worry it will affect my heath ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎέ (35% in February) replaces άLΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ (23%, down from 42% in February) 

¶ ά[ƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ !ƭƭ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

¶ άUnƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ о ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  άLΩƳ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ (37% in February) and άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎέ (29% in February) replace άI worry how the side effects may 
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affect meέ (22%, down from 57% in February) and άI worry it might affect my heath in 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎέ (21%, down from 41% in February) 

¶ άMost unƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ !ƭƭ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

¶ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘέ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ п ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛned.  άI 

worry it might affect my health in other waysέ (40% in February) replaces άLǘ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ 

Ƴȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭέ (50%, not a significant change from 48% in February)  

¶ άbƻǘ ǎǳǊŜέ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΥ !ƭƭ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ŦǊƻƳ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘained 

 

As in February 2021, there was a degree of consistency by ethnicity. 

 

ETHNIC GROUPS 

Asian Indian aņƻǊƛ 
NZ 

European/ 
Pakeha 

Other 
European 

Pasifika Other 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(43%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(41%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(36% 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(44%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(35%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(52%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(42%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(40%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects  
(25%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(36%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects  
(38%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others 
(26%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others 
(48%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(41%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(37%) 

It is too soon 
to see whether 
there are any 
long-term 
effects from 
the vaccine 
(21%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(32%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(32%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(24%) 

I worry how 
the side effects 
may affect me 
(41%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(39%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways 
(28%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways 
(17%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways 
(30%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others 
(28%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways 
(20%) 

I'm concerned 
the vaccine 
may not be 
effective 
(39%) 

It may leave 
my health 
worse overall 
(35%) 

I'm concerned 
the vaccine 
may not be 
effective 
(20%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
other 
(15%) 

I'd rather wait, 
to see if it 
causes any 
problems for 
others 
(26%) 

I worry it might 
affect my 
health in other 
ways  
(24%) 

Will the 
COVID-19 
vaccine 
adversely 
affect my 
existing 
medical 
conditions and 
symptoms 
(20%) 

I worry there 
will be 
unknown side 
effects 
(39%) 

I don't see any 
need for it 
(34%) 
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Compared with February 2021: 

¶ NZ European respondents retained their ά¢ƻǇ рέ from February and in the same order 

¶ LƴŘƛŀƴΣ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀǎƛŦƛƪŀ also retained their ά¢ƻǇ рέ from February, but in a different 

order 

¶ Asian respondents retained 4 of their CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ά¢ƻǇ рέ ōǳǘ same άLϥƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ replaced άI'd rather wait, to see if it causes any problems 

for othersέ 

¶ άOther Europeanέ respondents retained 3 of their CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ά¢ƻǇ 5έ ǿƛǘƘ άand ά²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

COVID-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎέ and άL 

ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎέ replacing άLϥƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴŀȅ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ and άL ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƳŜέ  

¶ άOtherέ ethnicities (e.g., Middle Eastern, African, etc). retained 2 of ǘƘŜƛǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ά¢ƻǇ 

рέΣ ǿƛǘƘ άI worry how the side effects may affect meέΣ άIt may leave my health worse 

overallέ and άL Řƻƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘέ replacing άL ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀ /h±L5-19 vaccine might 

give me the diseaseέ, ά¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ /h±L5-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ƳŜέ and ά²ƛƭƭ 

the COVID-19 vaccine adversely affect my existing medical conditions and symptomsέ 

 

4. Confidence 
Tracking continued on questions about confidence in: 

¶ Any COVID-19 vaccine to be used in New Zealand meeting acceptable safety and quality 

standards 

¶ Any COVID-19 vaccine made available in New Zealand: 

o Preventing COVID-19 infection 

o Preventing severe illness/death from COVID-19 

o Preventing the passing infection to others (this is a new measure). 
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As shown, the total who are confident in these four measures has not changed. 
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However, average confidence (which indicates the relative strength of respondent confidence 

and is a score out 7) is increasing slightly. 
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