
 

 
 
Addendum to Advisory on SNOMED Codes for Minor Procedures 
 
Hospitals are encouraged to do more same day surgery in an outpatient environment, which is 
beneficial for the patient and more efficient for the hospital, however it means that the clinical 
information about the procedure performed on a healthcare user is not captured when reporting to 
NNPAC.  
 
NCAMP 2023 introduced five minor operation PUCs that can have procedures reported against them 
from 1 July 2023. After consultation with the sector, it was determined that further work was required 
for each of the minor procedures to finalise the procedures listed in the NNPAC minor procedures 
reference sets.  
 
The reference set of SNOMED codes SNOMED CT Reference Set Tool will be updated after 
consultation.  The changes to be made are listed below.   
 
Two of the 5 purchase units have had modifications: 

• S00008 – Minor Operations used to include procedures for varicose veins.  A casemix exclusion 
has been developed and a new purchase unit has been established.   

 
Varicose vein procedures listed below will be removed from SNOMED for this PU.  Note, that 
varicose vein treatment is predominantly managed via either a surgical procedure or by laser 
ablation.  However, some of the smaller veins may be treated using sclerotherapy, often as part of 
the same event. 

 

Code Procedure Name 

448881002 Endovenous laser ablation of varicose vein 

1636000 Injection of sclerosing agent in varicose vein 

 
The new PU out for consultation is proposed below.   
 

S00013 Endovenous Laser 
Treatment (EVLT) 

Endovenous Laser Treatment (EVLT) for varicose veins 
performed as an outpatient or day case under local 
anaesthetic.  Casemix excluded, additional Information is found 
in the NZ Casemix Framework for Publicly Funded Hospitals, 
which is updated every year. 

 
S40008 – Minor Eye Procedures 
 
The list of procedures for minor eye procedures has been finalised.  Most of the procedure codes are 
mapping to S40008.  However, after discussion, it was agreed that a new purchase unit would be set 
up for cataracts (S40009 – Cataract Treatment - Unilateral).  At this point, SNOMED coding is not 
required for that purchase unit. 
 
The proposed codes are listed below with further explanatory notes.   

 
PU 
Code 

S40008 

PU 
Desc 

Minor Eye Procedures  

Coding 
Status 

SNOMED codes MANDATORY 

Removal of eye suture 315602003 

https://rt2.ihtsdotools.org/library


 

Excision of lesion of conjunctiva1 39346000 

Corneal collagen cross linking 816029007 

Temporal artery biopsy 72821000 

Biopsy of eye proper 446938009 

Excision of lesion of eyelid, minor2 32424008 

Procedure on eyelid3 11891200 

Ophthalmic electrodiagnostic investigations4 252778001 

Angiography of ocular blood vessel with contrast4 410442000 
 

 
1 – includes removal of cysts, pinguecula and potentially pteyrigium procedures  
2 - there will be a shift from skin lesion removals to this new PU code to cover biopsies 
and excisions  
3 - includes lacrimal procedures, eg. punctoplasty, eyelid procedures (correction of 
ectropion/entropion, blepharoplasty ("droopy eyelids"), eyelash procedures (trichiaisis) 
4 – these are diagnostic tests and are under review.  Generally low cost diagnostic (eg 
imaging and pathology) is mapped to the referring event.  Capturing diagnostic activity 
as a standalone event is not normal practice. 

 

 
Relationship with the Casemix Framework 
 
Adjustments will be required in the WIES funded environment to consolidate all activity into one 
purchase unit.  This will be managed through adjustments to the WIES exclusion rules.   
 

Procedure Name Procedure Code 
Implementation Date for 
Casemix Change 

Removal of eye suture 315602003 01-Jul-27 

Excision of lesion of conjunctiva 39346000 01-Jul-27 

Corneal collagen cross linking 816029007 01-Jul-26 

Temporal artery biopsy 72821000 01-Jul-27 

Biopsy of eye proper 446938009 01-Jul-27 

Excision of lesion of eyelid, minor 32424008 01-Jul-27 

Procedure on eyelid 11891200 01-Jul-27 

Ophthalmic electrodiagnostic investigations 252778001 N/A 

Angiography of ocular blood vessel with 
contrast 

410442000 
N/A 

 
Note diagnostic tests (ophthalmic electrodiagnostic investigations and angiography) are not reported 
in the casemix environment currently and no change is required.  
 
Change on 1 July 2026 
 
Corneal Crosslinking WIES exclusion 
“Write CXL for the procedure code 4265200 Corneal collagen cross linking [CXL]  
  
Events will be excluded from the casemix environment that:  

have an nzdrg of C12B  
AND  

Are same day  
AND  

Are non-acute (ie the admission type is different from ‘AC’)  
AND  

The patient’s age at admission is > 15 years  
AND  



 

There are at most three procedure codes  
AND  

The first procedure code is CXL  
AND  

The second procedure code is one of CXL, nGA, or is blank  
AND  
The third procedure code is either nGA or is blank  
AND  
The fourth procedure code is blank  
 
nGA is defined as  

• 92508% - Neuraxial block  

• 92509% - Regional block, nerve of head or neck  

• 92510% - Regional block, nerve of trunk  

• 92511% - Regional block, nerve of upper limb  

• 92512% - Regional block, nerve of lower limb  

• 92515% - Sedation  

• 92519% - Intravenous regional anaesthesia” 
  
Casemix Changes Required for 1 July 2027 
 
1. Adjust the PU mapping for the skin lesion exclusion rule which maps activity to MS02016 - Skin 

Lesion Removal to map the following procedures to S40008 
 

3007102 - Biopsy of eyelid 
3123000 - Excision of lesion of skin and subcutaneous tissue of eyelid 

 
2. Exclusions rules need to be developed for the other procedures.   
 

Primary criteria are the same as corneal crosslinking but may not be tied to a DRG.  However if 
the procedure occurs in other locations, eg temporal artery biopsy, HSC may be required for PU 
mapping: 

 
AND  

Are same day  
AND  

Are non-acute (ie the admission type is different from ‘AC’)  
AND  

The patient’s age at admission is > 15 years  
AND  

There are at most three procedure codes  
AND  

The first procedure code is [INSERT ICD10 CODES]  
AND  

The second procedure code is one of [INSERT ICD10 CODES], nGA, or is blank  
AND  

The third procedure code is either nGA or is blank  
AND  

The fourth procedure code is blank  
 

nGA is defined as  

• 92508% - Neuraxial block  

• 92509% - Regional block, nerve of head or neck  

• 92510% - Regional block, nerve of trunk  

• 92511% - Regional block, nerve of upper limb  

• 92512% - Regional block, nerve of lower limb  

• 92515% - Sedation  

• 92519% - Intravenous regional anaesthesia” 


